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Over the last five years, I have been blessed to be part of an excellent TV series, 
Niagara’s Most Haunted. It took me to some really neat, historic places on both sides 
of the Canada / USA border. People often ask, “Gee, you shoot the entire show in the 
Niagara Region; don’t you run out of places?” You would think so, but the answer 
is, “No!” Well at least not yet. Thus far, we have had no shortage of places to film or 
people approaching us with ideas whether locally, through the Internet, or at public 
functions, such as Comic Cons, telling us about new places that we should “check 
out.”

The Niagara Region (in both Canada and the USA) is rich in history, perhaps 
because one of the greatest historical battles in world history, the War of 1812, 
was fought here. Obviously the ground where much blood was shed is still here, 
as are many of the historical landmarks, the buildings and ruins that still stand in 
places. When you combine these factors, violence, bloody battles, and angry deaths, 
remnants of negative energy are perhaps likely to remain. According to the experts–
paranormal investigators, psychics and historians–I have worked with and spoken to 
over the years, this indeed is why they claim that the Niagara Region is one of the 
most haunted places in North America.

There was one place that I was always curious about investigating and another 
place that that I was extremely interested in filming ever since I had visited it three 
years before. The first was the town of Ridgeway, Ontario, a place I was sure must 
have something ‘paranormal’ to share. I had driven through it often, and a few times 
I stopped in and dined in its excellent quaint pubs. I could sense the small town’s rich 
history, sometimes wondering if it had ghosts. Others also wondered that and would 
often ask me if I thought that it was haunted. If ghosts truly exist then you could 
surmise that if there was ‘any ole town’ that would be willing to ‘give up the ghost,’ 
a town like Ridgeway would most likely be it. It wouldn’t be too long thereafter that 
the chance to film in Ridgeway would present itself.

Willowbank, in Queenston, Ontario, was a different story. When I first saw it all I 
could say was, “Wow! This place must be haunted just on appearances alone!” One 
spring day, a good friend who was with the series when it first started brought me to 
this awesome old mansion. A friend of his, who went to school in the mansion after 
it was converted to a university, told him that it was haunted.

He took me there on what you might call an ‘impromptu’ visit, surprising the staff 
on a Saturday afternoon. He didn’t think the building would even be open, but it was 
and moments later we were getting our own private tour of the entire building, even 
the attic, and being told stories about its paranormal occurrences from one of the 
school’s leading professors. If you have ever watched the movie The Skeleton Key 
starring Kate Hudson, then you would appreciate this mansion. It was a Canadian 



ringer for the one in that movie, and I knew then and there that I definitely wanted to 
have this in an episode of Niagara’s Most Haunted. After many phone calls, emails, 
and petitions, we would finally get to film at Willowbank for season 5 in 2016. And 
guess what? It was well worth the wait, and I am going to tell you more about it later 
on in the book; when season 5 airs this year, it will have several episodes devoted to 
Willowbank.

I am glad to bring you this very short teaser book that discusses these two interesting 
locations; they were the most popular places we shot, as well as being the most 
anticipated episodes over the last two years. Even before the episodes aired, I got 
tons of questions in emails and on Facebook asking when they would air. When I 
discuss the show at public events, I am always asked to share details about the ‘other 
stuff’ that goes on behind the scenes, the ‘stuff’ that does not make it to television. 
Jokingly, I have always quipped that I could write pages and pages about all of the 
fun stuff we experience during filming. It would appear that fans of not only our TV 
series but also ghosts and haunted places in general, just can’t seem to get enough of 
the paranormal.

I have written this to give you a little something more for you to sink your 
paranormal-loving minds into. As these were two of the locations that yielded the 
most questions for the last couple of years, I will bring them to you now. If you really 
want to get the truest of true experiences, I strongly encourage you to visit the places 
on your own. They are well worth it!



RIDGEWAY

Are there such things as ghosts in the town of Ridgeway, Canada? This is the part 
where if I could mouth the sound effect “Muuah ha ha” I just might be inclined to 
do so. With that said, I heard a couple of years back that Ridgeway was haunted, and, 
low and behold, just before appearing at the 2015 Comic Con in Niagara Falls, a 
‘spokesperson’ for the town of Ridgeway contacted me. After telling me how much 
they and others in the town enjoyed watching Niagara’s Most Haunted, they went on 
to tell me how many places in Ridgeway were haunted. This was the cue for NMH to 
get involved and spend weeks investigating the town and collecting anecdotal ghost 
stories and as many historical tales that we could wrap our eager selves around. 
Although there were over ten locations that we could have filmed, we narrowed it 
down to six. I should add that there were a couple of locations that we really were 
interested in filming, but we did not get permission to do so. Too bad! Me thinks at 



least one of these places would have provided some serious ghost stories along with 
aesthetics that were quite appealing for cinematography purposes.

The town of Ridgeway in Ontario is one of Canada’s older towns. It was first 
settled as a farming community by the United Empire Loyalists sometime in the 
latter 1700’s along Lake Erie across from Buffalo, New York. In the 1850’s, a train 
station was built as industries began to develop, and there is a memorial landmark 
dedicated to the old station. In the mid 1880s, Ridgeway had three churches, a public 
school, a gristmill, planing mills, a few taverns, and about twenty little shops. Back in 
1866, at the spot where Garrison Road and Ridge Road meet today, Irish-American 
revolutionaries, the Fenians, invaded and tried to oust the British settlers and create 
their own Irish republic. The Canadian Militia was able to stop the coup and force the 
Fenians to retreat to Fort Erie and eventually back to Buffalo where they came from.

Today Ridgeway is considered part of the township of Fort Erie which borders 
Buffalo and is separated by the famous Peace Bridge. The once elongated railway has 
since given way to wonderful trails that serve walkers and hikers alike. Also, it should 
be pointed out that the actual Fort Erie is down the road along the Niagara River in 
the town of Fort Erie. The fort was used in the War of 1812 by the British to fight 
the Americans. With that said, there were obviously battles in the town of Ridgeway 
back in the day between the British and the Americans. This would actually come up 
in a ‘ghost box’ reading in the investigations led by our paranormal investigators—to 
be continued!

Town of Ridgeway

Our journey to the town of Ridgeway began in June 2015 and didn’t wrap up until 
October. Yes, it was a long time, but well worth the wait. Our six locations were 
the Ridgeway Legion, the cemetery, the old pharmacy, an insurance office building, 
a private residence, and a private apartment unit. We did not shoot them in that 
particular order, but we definitely spent a lot of time at each of the sites.

At all of the locations we used both paranormal investigators as well as a reputable 
psychic (in the opinion of some individuals who had used her before). Over the last 



couple of seasons of shooting, the psychic’s readings have been better than average 
for places where historical facts could be corroborated. And that wasn’t all that we 
added to that NMH season’s wrinkle. Heck no! We decided to bring out some ‘guest 
investigators’ to examine the scenes ‘hand in hand,’ so to speak, with the pros.

Based on availability and scheduling, we were able to land four pretty good celebrity 
(or celebrity-esque) individuals to take part in the investigations. First off, we had the 
great Mitch Markowitz join us. If you grew up in the 1970’s, or had kiddies during that 
decade, then you might recall one very famous Canadian TV show that he created, 
produced, and acted in—The Hilarious House Of Frightenstein. The show featured 
acting legends Billy Van and Vincent Price. Markowitz recently appeared in the hit 
movie The Last Will And Testament Of Roseland Leigh featured at the Cannes Film 
Festival. Mitch had never been part of a ghost investigation, so he was truly psyched 
to get his hands on some equipment!

Peter Sacco with Mitch Markowitz

The second individual we asked to investigate with us was Richard Hutton, an 
esteemed reporter from the popular newspaper Niagara This Week. Hutton is an avid 
fan of ‘ghost’ genre TV shows but is also somewhat more of a skeptic. Richard was 
quite glad that he decided to join NMH for a couple location shoots.



The third celebrity we invited and welcomed with open arms was Michelle 
DeRochers. Michelle is a true paranormal investigator and medium. She is the 
backbone of the website “Canada’s Most Haunted” and was featured in some of the 
biggest-hit TV shows as a paranormal investigator, such as The Haunted Case Files 
and Paranormal Survivor to name but two. She is one of the best in her field in North 
America. Her son Brandon joined her and helped out.

Wayne Mallows was our fourth guest investigator. Wayne is the author of a series 
of Canadian vampire novels. This was right up Wayne’s alley, you know, hanging out 
in haunted places. After all, Wayne does own the Blythewood Manor, a Canadian bed 
and breakfast that is very haunted.

Our first stop, the Ridgeway Legion Centre, was an interesting place to investigate. 
We were told that over the years several people had reported experiencing the 
presence of something ‘paranormal’ there. There were reports that ‘something’ 
would use the elevator and that it would sometimes “move on it’s own” between 
floors. We had investigation units test their equipment on the elevator as well as do 
thorough searches throughout the entire building. Though they didn’t come up with 
very much, they did see significant spikes on their EMF’s and other equipment in 
certain parts of the building, most particularly the banquet hall on the upper floor. It 
was there that they decided to set up their ghost/spirit box.

I had seen the spirit box before on a couple of other episodes over the years, but 
when Miles Slauson, the leader of Paranormal Investigations Niagara, fired up his 
spirit box in the banquet hall, I was actually blown away when I heard the ‘galloping’ 
sound of horses trotting down the dirt roads of old 1800s Ridgeway. Miles began 
his query with the ghost box, speaking to whatever ‘spirit’ was in the room, and 
whatever/whomever answered him appeared to be a soldier from the 1800s. There 
had been major battles in the area between the Americans and the British during 
the War of 1812. Was this indeed one of the soldiers from that war trying to talk 
to Miles? If so, was this an American or British soldier? Although this was never 
discerned, there was no mistaking the repeated sound of the horses trotting, as well 
as the voice of the ‘spirit’ coming through the speakers on the ghost box. Have you 
ever had one of those moments where you were in awe?

Mitch Markowitz, who had never really ‘experienced’ the paranormal up close and 
personal, was not only impressed with the experience of the ‘horse trotting’ and other 
voices on the ghost box but was also feeling kind of uneasy with the experience. 
Some of the crew might actually have used more appropriate descriptors such as 
“creeped out.” These uneasy feelings would follow him and Richard Hutton when 
we got to the cemetery. There was no doubt that the Legion in Ridgeway was indeed 
haunted. It lived up, pun intended, to its billing as advertised—check!



So we headed to the cemetery next with many of the crew, as well as our two guest 
investigators, ‘creeped out’ by what they had just witnessed and heard at the Legion. 
You might say that some individuals in particular were feeling a little jumpy. Did I 
mention that when we made it to the cemetery it was completely dark? All we had for 
lighting was a camera light and the lights from a couple of the vehicles in the small 
parking lot at the foot of the entrance . . . fun, scary times!

We were in the cemetery for about an hour late at night. One hour in ‘late night 
time’ in a cemetery seems more like three hours, and when you throw in swarms of 
skeeters (mosquitoes) biting on a hot summer night, it feels more like six hours, just 
saying!

Peter Sacco with Mitch Markowitz at the Ridgeway Cemetery.

When the investigation team started along with our resident psychic, we really 
didn’t get anything at first with the EMF machines. Once the spirit box was in 
operation, then the voices started squawking, though not so pleasantly. Apparently 
there was another soldier ‘ghost/spirit’ in the cemetery, but it could not get a word in 
edge-wise. So there were two quite obnoxious spirits who kept uttering profanities, 
and, after repeated warnings, Miles told them, “Good-bye!” and shut the box off.



At that same time, our resident psychic Susan Carter reported seeing something 
in and through the trees in the distance. There was something there that was creating 
an apparently uncanny and uncomfortable feeling for her, while at the same time 
‘freaking out’ our guest investigators. It wasn’t long before the trail of whatever was 
lurking in the trees was lost, and we called it quits. The visit to Ridgeway Cemetery 
was a success in terms of there being paranormal activity, and our guest investigators 
were more than a little unnerved by the cemetery visit, one more than the other 
(whom I am not going to name), but we needed to ‘get out of Dodge’ (I think I can 
refer to it in ‘Western’ movie terms, after all, there were the trotting horses plus 
soldier activity in the vicinity). Oh yes, I also warned the celebrity guest investigator, 
you know the one who was a little freaked out, to keep looking in his rearview mirror 
throughout his ride home, just in case he picked up an unwanted, ghostly passenger. 
After all, Ridgeway cemetery, according to both Miles Slauson’s group and psychic 
Susan Carter, was indeed haunted, and we did not want to rob Ridgeway of their 
ghosts!

The next place on our Ridgeway ghostly journey was to the old IDA Pharmacy. 
Let’s just say the building is very, very old and guess what? It has a basement with 
tunnels in it as well as an attic. If those are not two exceptional recipes for potentially 
haunted places, then I sure as heck do not know what is!

Old pharmacy where we investigated both the tunnels and attic.



It was on this leg of the investigation that Michelle DeRochers and Wayne Mallows 
joined the Niagara’s Most Haunted crew. As I stated earlier, Michelle is famous for 
this kind of stuff and is one of North America’s leading experts on the paranormal, 
namely ghosts. Michelle and Wayne also brought some serious ghost-hunting 
equipment, including something we had never had on this show before. And the 
equipment was, just as Michelle promised, very good stuff!

We investigated the tunnels first, which involved exposing the old floor opening, 
which had been closed for eons, and descending into the low-ceilinged chamber that 
led to narrow cubby-holes and rat-like mazes throughout rubble and old wooden 
beams. I was the first to climb down into the darkness, using a small, wooden step-
ladder which did not quite make it to the bottom. Fun times! Slowly, and cautiously 
I descended into the abyss below me, gingerly setting my left foot down and then 
bringing my right foot down into a watery deposit, which swallowed my foot up to the 
ankle—instant soaker. I was not impressed! The reason I state this is that something 
amusingly spooky would transpire within the next half hour over that soaker . . .

TV crew watching Brandon as he talks to Wayne in the tunnel.



Wayne and I were alone in the ‘crawl space’ for a good twenty minutes before 
the crew was able to get themselves and all of the equipment down. While we were 
waiting for them and scoping things out, Wayne’s ovilus started to go crazy. The ovilus 
that he and Michelle use is an electronic speech-synthesis device which utters words 
and presents them on a tiny screen in green digital letters. It uses electromagnetic 
waves using an EMF meter and converts them into the words that the ‘ghost/spirit’ 
is offering the investigator.

Peter Sacco with Wayne Mallows, as he prepares to investigate the tunnel.

Folks, I am the biggest cynic when it comes to stuff like this, usually asserting that 
most of what shows up on the screen are just random words or ‘utterings.’ Basically, 
it is like a fortune teller asserting blanket predictions such as, “You are having 
problems in a relationship,” or “You will see someone that you haven’t seen in a 
long time.” No guff! Yes, they are most likely correct as who isn’t having problems 
in at least one relationship, especially if you have gone to see a psychic in the first 
place because you are most likely not in a happy place? Also, the chance of “seeing 
or hearing from someone” you haven’t heard from in a long time is also pretty likely 
within a few months of seeing a psychic. When it does happen, you tell yourself, 



“Gee, the psychic was dead on with that one!” Well, if you live in a metropolis, or are 
on Facebook, that situation is not really so ‘magical.’ I think you get my point! Sorry, 
I had to add this to qualify where my own mind is with this kind of stuff.

With that said, as Wayne and I were waiting and the ovilus began ‘communicating,’ 
it said two very profound things that made me go, “Hmmm!” rather loudly. Firstly, 
after it uttered some words that didn’t make any sense or even matter to me, it 
squelched out “PETER.” Okey-dokey! Are you kidding me? Then it followed it up 
with “SOAKER.” Come on, seriously? What are the random chances that this could 
happen? I had been mumbling about how uncomfortable my wet foot was feeling, 
and how itchy it was getting, about ten minutes before Wayne turned the equipment 
on before I finally sucked it up and stopped complaining. For anyone who is a fan 
of the TV series Stargate Atlantis, I suppose I was sounding a bit like Dr. Rodney 
McKay . . . a little bit of a whiner. But I promise, I stopped and never ‘uttered’ 
another word about my unfortunate foot until the ovilus brought it up. Oh yeah, one 
more thing; after it referred to the “SOAKER,” it also chased it up with “HAHA.” 
What can I say?

Other than the wonderful footage we were able to get in this 200 year-old tunnel 
space, using the camera equipment and a GO PRO camera strapped to Wayne’s 
forehead as he snaked through the mazes, the crew found not too much to write 
home about, other than the odd utterances on the ovilus. Michelle’s son Brandon was 
getting more ‘words’ on the ovilus that continued to make reference to the attic. Go 
figure! That was the next destination on our visit!

The attic was also not the easiest to get into and set up. The makeshift ladder was 
weak and narrow, and the attic itself was like a furnace. The crew set up in the attic 
with Michelle, Wayne, and Brandon as they prepared their spirit boxes, ovilus, and 
other investigation equipment. I stayed on the level below with the director of the TV 
show, and we watched the activities on the confidence monitor and listened to them 
on the speaker.

The spirit box came to life, and we could hear static radio sounds flowing in and 
out, as well as the odd spoken word. While they conducted their session, Wayne felt 
the presence of something next to him as something spoke through the spirit box, 
as well as uttered words through the ovilus. At one point the hairs on Wayne’s arm 
rose and the skin in that area grew cold; this was corroborated by both Michelle and 
Brandon. A big FYI: at the time of this shooting in the attic, the temperature was no 
less than 90 degrees Fahrenheit and there were no windows open, nor any air vents. 
It was stagnant, ‘dead’ air!



Michelle, Wayne and Brandon in the attic of the pharmacy.

One final note, before the crew wrapped up in the attic, while I was still positioned 
in front of the confidence monitor one floor below, apparently whatever was in the 
attic with them communicated one last message before signing off. Michelle held 
the ovilus up to face one of the cameras so I would be able to see it on the confidence 
monitor. I must say, when I made it out it was a little unnerving. The screen read in 
green letters, “WHERES PETER?”

We can say the pharmacy was definitely haunted, or at least some interesting things 
were going on in the attic. After all, aren’t attics the places where things go bump in 
the night and nightmares come to life?

The next destination in ‘Haunted Ridgeway’ was an insurance office that was 
formerly an old house. Estimates had it being built in the 1800’s, and, according 
to both Michelle as well as our resident psychic Susan Carter, it most likely started 
out as a farmhouse. Today it houses very quaint, modest offices for an insurance 
company. This place was also the first building we learned about being haunted when 
the folks from the town of Ridgeway approached us to film our series of episodes 
there.



The insurance office building.

Our esteemed film star Mitch Markowitz, along with reporter Richard Hutton, 
joined Miles and his team as they investigated the building. As they went from room 
to room, divided up in two teams, they were not really picking anything up on the 
investigation equipment. It was rather disappointing for them, to say the least. The 
place was highly touted for having activity; however, the only activity that sounded 
remotely creepy were the sounds of the footsteps the investigators made on the old 
wooden floors.



Peter Sacco with Richard Hutton and Mitch Markowitz prepping for shoot.

Miles decided to collect everyone and lead them upstairs to one of the rooms that 
he felt might have something going on based on his original solo search. There they 
set up the spirit box on a desk and gathered around and commenced their questions 
for whatever might be lurking in the room. Over the squawks from the spirit box 
(radio frequencies going in and out), you could pick up the on again-off again faint 
sound of a voice, apparently communicating with Miles and the team as they took 
turn asking questions. There was something there, no doubt about it, but it wasn’t 
anything too spectacular. The information from the ghost box session really did not 
provide much and never lived up to the hype in this building. At the end of the day, 
this was more of a ‘fun shoot’ for the celebrity investigators. The coolest thing was 
seeing Mitch Markowitz in his vintage 1970’s Hilarious House of Frightenstein shirt!



Peter Sacco with Brandon DeRochers, Michelle DeRochers 
and Wayne Mallows at the private residence.

The next place we went to was a private residence in Ridgeway. The house was 
a century home, stunning to look at both inside and out. The owners of the house 
claimed they had experienced paranormal occurrences, and neighbors had reported 
seeing ghosts in the windows of the house. The investigation at this house was led 
by Michelle DeRochers and Wayne Mallows. With their state of the art paranormal 
investigation equipment, it took little time for them to start getting messages from 
‘beyond’ on both the spirit box and ovilus. They appeared to have an excellent 
conversation with whatever spirit accepted their invitation to chat. It was interesting 
because this spirit made reference to another spirit located across the street and 
down the road in the pharmacy basement. And it made mention of “bones.” This led 
Michelle to question if it was the same spirit in the pharmacy that was in this house 
and was moving around town, or if it was making reference to the fact that its bones 
were buried somewhere on the premises.



This same spirit also discussed, during a ten-minute session with both the ovilus 
and spirit box, how it had had an affair back in the day with the owner of the house. 
Michelle dug deep with her questions and concluded it was likely that the spirit who 
was talking on the ghost box may have been the maid/housekeeper to the family that 
lived there over a hundred years before and had an affair with the husband. There was 
no doubt that there was exceptional activity going on in that house!

Finally, we checked out another large building that was comprised of small 
apartment units. One of the tenants claimed that their apartment was haunted and 
that strange things had been going on. We were also told that many decades ago 
a murder had taken place there. While we could not verify the authenticity of the 
murder (we found nothing on record), we decided to investigate.

Niagara’s Most Haunted very own team of investigators using their own equipment 
conducted the investigation in the apartment. The owner claimed that several bizarre 
occurrences had been going on, including things moving on their own. The team 
did not find much of anything—no real paranormal activity there, but there was 
something very interesting to note however. A framed picture of Jim Morrison, the 
late lead singer of the band “The Doors,” created ‘off the map’ readings on two 
EMF machines. The crew looked for electromagnetic traces caused by electronics 
equipment or wiring within the apartment close to the framed print, but there was 
nothing. For whatever reason, the picture was giving off its own energy. Perhaps Mr. 
Mojo Risin’ took up permanent residency in Ridgeway in 1970!

Overall our trip to Ridgeway was excellent. After several weeks of filming and 
visiting, we wrapped it up and the first of the episodes aired October 2015 and was 
well-received by our viewing audience. It was also shown at film festivals as well. 
If you have the chance to visit Ridgeway, I strongly suggest checking it out; it is a 
great little town. Oh yeah, I mentioned there were other haunted places that we didn’t 
have the good fortunes to film, but you never know, you may set foot into one or 
more of them and feel the hair on the back of your neck stand on end, or as in Wayne 
Mallows’ case, on your arms!



WILLOWBANK

Willowbank! What can I say? This was and is the ‘Crown Jewel’ of our shoots to 
date. You know when they say, “It doesn’t get any better than this?” In the world of 
paranormal investigations, this is what they are referring to! What was even more 
exciting was that Willowbank owned a second building, the old Laura Secord School, 
also in Queenston, Ontario, and we got to film there as well. Do you know why? Yep, 
it too is haunted!

Willowbank was built in the 1830’s by John Latshaw, an exceptional builder of 
the time period. The mansion was built for Hannah and Alexander Hamilton and 
was intended to boast its impressive Greek Revival pillars. It overlooks the stunning 
Niagara River on a hilltop, allowing anyone standing on the enormous porch or 
upper balcony to see Lewiston, New York, across the large ditch. Alexander had a lot 



of input into the house’s design, and he wanted a deep two-story portico as well as 
one of the first wood stoves in in all of Upper Canada!

The history surrounding the Hamiltons and Willowbank is pretty interesting. In 
1839, not long after the house was finished and the Hamiltons started their new 
lives there, Alexander died. The Hamiltons had ten children, yes you heard the right! 
Hannah stayed on the estate and raised the kids on her own, residing there for nearly 
fifty years.

Recreating family portrait for Willowbank shoot for Niagara’s Most Haunted.

In 1934, the Bright family purchased the property as the lower Niagara Parkway was 
being built. The Brights were into fruit trees and wine, so this suited them perfectly. 
For those not too familiar with the Niagara Region, we have a plethora of vineyards 
and wineries that, in my humble opinion, rival many in France, Italy, and California!

Originally the front of Willowbank faced the east—the US side of the Niagara 
River. The Brights updated and renovated the mansion and made the west-facing 
back of the house the new front of the house. The original driveway to the old front 
can still be seen a hundred years later, and the gates at the bottom of the hill are also 
a tell-tale give-away. The Brights also added a circular driveway to their ‘new’ front 
of the house which is still in use today.



When the Brights eventually sold Willowbank, it went on to become the 
Congregation of Missionary Sisters of Christian Charity and the Appleton Boys’ 
School, respectively. Then in 1985, J. Anthony Doyle purchased the home with 
the hopes of restoring it to its original nineteenth-century look, but by 2001 Doyle 
applied for rezoning and the potential demolition of Willowbank.

Recreation of the Hamilton Family for Niagara’s Most Haunted shoot.

In 2003, the Friends of Willowbank came to the rescue and prevented the historical 
mansion from meeting the wrecking ball. The late Laura Dodson was the one 
responsible for saving Willowbank and creating the School of Restoration Arts there. 
A year later, Willowbank was designated a ‘National Historical Site’ meaning it is 
forever protected from the wrecking ball! Today it is a fabulous university campus 
that pioneers an ecological approach to heritage conservation and renewal of the 
property by promoting community engagement and talking about the past through 
in wonderfully innovative thinking.

As I mentioned earlier, a few years ago I was presented with several paranormal 
stories by both a professor and student at Willowbank. Their stories were very 
intriguing, namely about doors closing, footsteps on the upper floors, even though 
there was no one up there, and continual experiences of a “sense of being watched.” 
It was when I talked with a noted historian at Willowbank, and a long-time neighbor 
to Willowbank, that I learned about two specific ghosts—a female ghost who had 
been seen in there and the ghost of a man, at least his face, that had been seen peering 



out the windows when no one was in the building. The piano that belonged to the 
Hamiltons is still in the house covered up, but several years ago it was reported to 
have played on its own . . . now talk about a ghost in the machine! These were the 
stories we were hoping to hear about and the ghosts we were hoping to find haunting 
the halls and rooms of Willowbank.

Piano that is said to have played on its own!

We invited Michelle DeRochers and Wayne Mallows to be our ‘celebrity’ ghost 
investigators because, after all, not only are they celebrities, but they are also ‘real-
deal’ investigators! We were honored to have them back along with their son Brandon. 
They had a lot of ground to cover…

Willowbank is an amazing property built on acres and acres of land. When you first 
come in on the Niagara Parkway, there is the Drystone Blacksmith’s Shop, created 
to demonstrate stonewalling techniques using historical remnant pieces. A barn on 
the property was moved there by the Appel Family from Niagara on the Lake for the 
purpose of workshops for carpentry and masonry.

The property is set on an original aboriginal landscape. The school has created a 
multitude of ecological gardens and landscaping that preserve the original sanctity 
of the land. On the other side of the tree and rock-filled ravine is a pristine cemetery 
where the original Hamiltons rest in peace. The cemetery is well kept by the ancestors 
of its founders. Interestingly, when the iconic Canadian Sir Isaac Brock was killed 
during the War of 1812 in the Battle of Queenston Heights, his body was laid to rest 



in the cemetery before it was later interred in the base of the monument named after 
him in Queenston—Brock’s Monument.

Landscape around Willowbank where Michelle DeRochers 
and Wayne picked up paranormal activity.

Michelle, Wayne, and Brandon visited all of these sites to see, hear, and ‘feel’ if 
there were indeed any paranormal activities. They started out in the Willowbank 
mansion and used their equipment as they went throughout the entire house, all four 
floors. They did pick up energy variations according to the equipment which made 
it appear there were signs of life other than the humans present. They set up in one 
of the larger rooms on the second floor for a ghost box session. There they made 
contact with someone or something. There was no mistaking it on the ghost box as 
it bellowed out answers to the questions Michelle and Wayne were asking. Words 
were also showing up on the ovilus that corroborated what the voice was speaking 
on the ghost box. The story was rather interesting. Apparently someone had died on 
the premises, and as they dug in with their questions, they learned that is was not 
a member of the Hamilton family but a ‘darker skin-colored’ man. With that said, 
as Michelle asked more direct questions, it was determined he was a man of Native 
American descent. This was interesting because the land was indigenous to Native 
Americans before the Hamiltons developed it.



Ghost box session in Willowbank.

A woman also appeared through the ghost box, and she discussed, through broken 
wording, how the family was not wealthy and had to endure long periods of poverty. 
Michelle and her crew knew nothing about the history of Willowbank or the fact 
that Hamilton’s widow raised the children alone and kept the house going on limited 
funds. Something else worth mentioning also happened during the session. I was 
standing outside the doorway, jotting down questions to suggest to Michelle to ask. 
While I was writing them, I swore that at least on two different instances something 
small, like a dog, took a small bite on my left Achilles tendon. Of course when I 
looked down there was nothing there. About fifteen minutes after the session ended, 
I was alone in the men’s bathroom on the lowest level washing my hands, and I felt 
the same kind of ‘bite’ sensation. Once again, there was nothing there.



We investigated the outside next, particularly the blacksmith’s barn. They set up 
their equipment on a wooden table in the middle of the barn and started the ghost 
session. They got some spikes on their meters and even some signs of communication 
on the ghost box but nothing as profound as what went on in the mansion. However, 
as the ghost box session was commencing, Wayne said he experienced a ‘biting’ 
sensation the back of his ankle! He claimed it felt like the teeth from a small dog 
biting into him. It was the same sensations that I experienced while inside the 
mansion. Apparently, the ghost dog is not only an indoor dog! I should point out that 
we both had long pants on as well as socks. There were no teeth marks on either one 
of our ankles. Did the clothing protect our skin from the indentations of teeth marks? 
Was whatever was doing this just not biting into us long enough? Is it possible that 
ghosts can create physical sensations but not leave ‘marks’? As I am a skeptic, was 
it possible that both of us only imagined it? I did think about that, but there was 
no mistaking the pain from what felt like bites getting me twice and Wayne once–
actually making him yelp. It was interesting to say the least!

Outdoor ghost box session in the Drystone Blacksmith’s Shop.

The paranormal investigation team (Michelle, Wayne, and Brandon) walked the 
grounds and read the area dedicated to the Native Americans using the EMFs and 
ovilus. We believed that if they were going to pick up anything, they would pick it up 
there for sure. Surprisingly, they picked up nothing!



Niagara’s Most Haunted recreation at Native American tribute area.

We then finished up on the other side of the ravine at the entrance leading into 
the historical cemetery. The cemetery is gated off, and there is a large area of open 
field before entering the gate. It was there that Michelle and Wayne were getting 
tremendous activity on the EMFs and ovlius. Given the late hour of the night and 
the fact that we were all in a forest, there was no way to set up a ghost box to see if 
they could establish communication. With that said, Wayne stated that throughout 
the time we were in that area in the forest, something was indeed trying to establish 
communication.



Wayne Mallows all packed up and off to next site in his company car!

Michelle DeRochers and Wayne Mallows making paranormal contact.

Our resident psychic Susan Carter did her own reading of the Willowbank property 
and came to similar conclusions. She corroborated much of what Michelle and her 
team were picking up. The one thing that repeatedly came to her were the notions 
of ‘unrest’ and ‘past pains.’ She seemed to connect it to the Native Americans that 
had been there. In case you are wondering, Susan and Michelle never met during the 
Willowbank investigations and never knew of the other’s findings.



Psychic Susan Carter ‘reading’ Willowbank.

Overall, our experiences at Willowbank—the interviews, paranormal investigations, 
reenactments, etc.— were spectacular! The three-year wait to finally get in and 
film as Willowbank was well worth it. One of the most spectacular features about 
Willowbank is seeing it in the dark of night, standing on the east side facing the 
original front of the mansion. It is stunningly haunting and at the same time majestic. 
If you are fortunate enough to be standing on the elevated porch and look out toward 
New York and see a full moon, it is utterly amazing!



LAURA SECORD SCHOOL

Laura Secord elementary school was opened in 1914 in Queenston, Ontario, a 
short walk from the Willowbank mansion. Principle Hazel Corman started the two-
story Laura Secord school and it remained open, educating children, until the doors 
closed for good in June 2010. The school was named after Laura Ingersoll Secord, 
the great Canadian who performed heroic acts of bravery during the War of 1812. 
Within a couple years of its ceasing elementary school education, Willowbank and 
its School of Restoration Arts is keeping the educational dream alive. The red brick 
building now is home to Willowbank students.

For this shoot, we invited actress and entertainer Rita Carrey; you might also know 
her as actor Jim Carrey’s sister. And yes, she does look a lot like him and has the 
same enjoyable smile and wicked sense of humor! Peter Dychtiar, renowned former 
DJ and now TV show co-host on the Peet & Reet Show (you guessed it, Rita Carrey 
is the other co-host) also joined us as a Niagara’s Most Haunted celebrity guest. 
They teamed up with Miles Slauson of Paranormal Investigations Niagara, along 
with Heather Strachan. The four of them set out to go room by room and hallway by 
hallway using EMFs and then conducting a ghost box session.



Rita Carrey, Miles Slauson, Heather Strachan and crew getting ready for shoot.

They found some ‘hot spots’ for energy in several of the rooms on the upper level 
of the two-story old school. They decided to set up shop in one of the old classrooms 
that Miles believed to be a hot spot. A hot spot indeed, by the way–it was 98 degrees 
Fahrenheit that day. So we were in an old school with no air conditioning, and, when 
the episode airs, you will see Miles continually wiping the sweat from his head and 
face.



Heather, Strachan, Peter Dychtiar, Rita Carrey and Miles Slauson ghost box session.

Miles and the team conducted an interesting half-hour session, each of them taking 
turns asking questions to the ghost box, particularly someone named ‘Bob.’ Once 
again folks, I am a skeptic and leery when it comes to this kind of stuff, but there 
was no mistaking this guy ‘Bob’ was speaking back to the four of them. In fact, when 
they asked him what he was doing at the school, he replied, “Principal.” Later the 
next day, we did a short in-depth search of the school’s history of principals, and in 
the mid-twentieth century there was indeed a ‘Robert,’ as well as another one a little 
later. Obviously, this was a ghost box session and there was no way to verify this, as 
‘Bob’ did not leave a last name. There were others who came through the ghost box 
and chatted but didn’t give much information and did not stay long.



Peter Sacco speaking with Willowbank historian ElizabethOliver-Malone.

Prior to conducting the paranormal investigation, we spoke with the current staff 
at the Laura Secord School and some individuals familiar with the place. One person 
told us that they did not like to go into Laura Secord School or Willowbank alone 
after dark. They had experienced some uncanny instances. One of the staff told us 
they had seen one of the swings going back and forth on its own and then come to 
a sudden stop on a hot summer day when there was absolutely no breeze or anyone 
around. Furthermore, we were told of doors closing on their own, the sounds of 
footsteps in the hollow hallways, and just a “strange feeling” in the school. One 
individual also told us they had seen the ghost or apparition of a child dressed in 
clothes from an older time period. Conversely, there were staff who told us that they 
had experienced nothing and never heard any of the stories of ghosts in Laura Secord 
School.



Peter Sacco standing at commemorative wall for Laura Secord School.

Susan Carter did her walk through when everyone was gone to see if she could 
get a psychic reading in and around the building. She stated that there weren’t any 
bad spirits and really not much going on. With that said, she did have an interesting 
encounter. When The Peet & Reet Show wrapped up the shoot for their episode, I 
had already left the building and was on to the next location. An hour later, their 
producer contacted me and told me that Susan Carter had been ‘slimed’! Apparently, 
while Peter and Rita were conducting their interview with Susan, something green 
and slimy just appeared on her shoulder and her purse strap, as well as the back of 
the chair that she was sitting on. None of this was there before the interview started. 
Now there is one for Ripley’s . . . ‘Who you gonna call’?

Overall, the shoot at Laura Secord School was awesome. The crew and guest 
cast were lots of fun. I tried my best to get Rita Carrey to do her best Ace Ventura 
impression, but she didn’t give in. This came, of course, prior to the ghost box 
session when I told Miles to create a ruse at the end of the session and tell Rita that 
there is some guy named ‘Ace’ who is on ‘the other side’ who has a message for her 
from Lloyd and Harry! Now Miles is not a guy with a playful sense of humor, so he 
decided not to play along much to my, and Peter Dychtiar’s, disappointment. Too bad, 
it would have been fun!

Since writing Niagara’s Most Haunted: Legends And Myths, which was followed up 
by Paranormal Niagara: Cases Of The Mysterious And The Macabre, I have received 
countless emails and Facebook messages and have been approached publicly asking 
if and when I would write something new involving the TV series Niagara’s Most 



Haunted. I have been on episodes of the hit TV series Paranormal Survivor and 
people seem to think that this interests me most or that I am a real ‘ghostbuster.’ 
Although I love the horror genre (reading, writing, and movies), I also love history! 
Niagara’s Most Haunted provides me a venue to share the great historical places 
within the Niagara Region. In the end, however, people want to hear about ghosts 
and so be it! I have written this very short book to share some experiences, histories, 
and photos of a few new places where we filmed over the last twelve months. I truly 
hope you enjoy it!

I would like to offer a special thanks to Barry Smith who is a good friend and 
awesome photographer. I have included some of his great pics in this book.

Cheers!
Peter Andrew Sacco



THE END!

To learn more about Niagara’s Most Haunted, check out: www.niagarasmosthaunted.com


